
c#FICE Of THE ( k W U I w R  
LjRSlNAN I MAGA'LAHI 
AtiANA C L A M  96910 U S  A 

MAR 2 0 1990 

The Honorable Joe T. San Agust in 
Speaker. Twent ie th  Guam Legislature 
Post Of f i ce  Box CB-1 
Agana. Guam 9691 0 

Dear Mr. Speaker: 

Transmitted herewi th  is B i l l  No. 896. which I have signed in to  law this date as 

Public Law No. 20-1 35. 

JOSEPH F. ADA 
Governor 

Attachment 



TWENTIETH GUAM LEGISLATURE 
1990 (SECOND) R e g u l a r  Se s s ion  

CERTIFICATION O F  PASSAGE O F  AN ACT T O  THE GOVEANOR 

T h i s  is t o  c e r t i f y  that S u b s t i t u t e  Bill No. 896 ( L S ) ,  "AN ACT T O  AMEND 
SECTION 73111 OF  CHAPTER 73,  TITLE 1 0 ,  GUAM CODE ANNOTATED, 
RELATIVE T O  FIRE PREVENTION," was  o n  the 2 n d  day of March ,  1990, 
d u l y  and regularly p a s s e d .  

A t t e s t ed :  
V S p e a k e r  

S e n a t o r  a n d  Legis la t ive  S e c r e t a r y  

T h i s  Ac t  was  r ece ived  by t h e  G o v e r n o r  t h i s  qCh day o f  M M ~  , 1990, 
a t  5,02 o'clock p . m .  - 

2. M-* - - - - - - - - 
A s s i s t a n t  S ta f f  Of f ice r  

G o v e r n o r ' s  Office 

APPROVED : 

/ G o v e r n o r  of Guam 

Date:  MAR 2 O 1990 
Publ ic  Law No. 2 0 - 1 3 5  



TWENTIETH GUAM LEGISLATURE 
1990 (SECOND) Regular Session 

Bill No. 896 (LS) 
A s  substituted by  the Committee 
on Rules 2 / 2 8 / 9 0 .  -. 

Introduced by : P. C. Lujan 
J.  P. Aguon 
M.  2. Bordallo 

------ --  - 
T. S. Nelson 
H.  D.  Dierking 
E. P. Arriola 
J. T. San Agustin 
J. G.  Bamba 
D .  F. Brooks 
E. R .  Duenas 
E .  M .  Espaldon 
C.  T. C.  Gutierrez 
G .  Mailloux 
M .  D. A .  Manibusan 
D.  Parkinson 
F. J. A .  Quitugua 
E. D.  Reyes 
M .  C.  Ruth 
F. R. Santos 
T. V .  C .  Tanaka 
A.  R .  Unpingco 

A N  ACT TO AMEND SECTION 73111 OF 
CHAPTER 73 ,  TITLE 10, GUAM CODE 
ANNOTATED, RELATIVE TO FIRE 
PREVENTION. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE PEOPLE OF THE TERRITORY O F  GUAILI: 

Section 1. 173111 of Chapter 73, Title 10, Guam Code Annotated is 

hereby amended to read: 

"173111. Uniform Fire Code. Inspection of premises and areas :~nd 

actions relative to the prevention of fires or the spread thereof, shall 

be in accordance with the Uniform Fire Code issued by the 

International Conference of Building Officials and the Viestern Fire 

Chiefs' Association. Standards and requirements for fire preventiol-I a s  

set out in the Uniform Fire Code shall apply in Guam in the absence of 

specific provisions of this Chapter . " 



TWENTIETH GUAM LEGISLATURE 
1989 (FIRST) Regular Session 

Bill No. 2!2!& 
ROLL CALL SHEET 

- 
Date : ,-J ,/> ,/' )2 -7 - 
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TWENTIETH GUAM LEGISLATURE 
FIRST ( 1 9 8 9 )  REGULAR SESSION 

i o .  99@ [AS, 
24 '89 

Introduced by: P. C. L u j a n  k 
AWN wm 

AN ACT TO AElLEND SECTION $ 7 3 1 1 1  OF CHAPTER 
7 3 ,  TITLE 10, GUAM CODE ANNOTATED ( S e c t i o n  
4 ,  Public Law 1 7 - 7 8 )  RELATIVE TO FIRE 
PREWENTION. 

Section 1. 573111 of Chapter 73, Title 10, Guam Code Annotated 

(Section 4 of P. L. 17-78) is hereby amended to read: 

573111. [Fire Prevention Code] Uniform Fire Code. 

Inspection of premises [and areas authorized by this Chapter] 

areas and provisions pertaining to prevention of fires or 

spread, thereof, shall be in accordance with the [Fire 

Prevention Code issued by the American Insurance Association] 

Uniform Fire Code issued by the International Conference of 

Buildins Officials and the Western Fire Chief's Association. 

Standards and requirements for fire prevention as set out in 

[said Fire Prevention Code] the Uniform Fire Code, shall apply 

in Guam in the absence of specific provisions of this Chapter. 



Y 

PILAR C. LUJAN 
SENATOR. LEGISLATIVE SECRETARY 
CHAIRMAN - Committee an Jiddary and Cdrnlracrl Justice 

January 4, 1990 

The Honorable Joe T. San Agust in  
Speaker, Twent ie th Guam L e g i s l a t u r e  
163 Chalan Santo Papa 
Agana, Guam 96910 

V I A :  Chairperson, Committee on Rules 

Dear Mr .  Speaker: 

The Comnittee on Judiciary and Criminal Justice, t o  which was r e f e r r e d  
Bill No. 896, wishes t o  r e p o r t  i t s  f i n d i n g s ,  recommendations and 
U N A N I W S  DECISION FOR PASSAGE o f  Bill No. 896 as introduced. 

A copy o f  the  Committee Report and a l l  p e r t i n e n t  documents are at tached 
f o r  your  in fo rmat ion .  

S incere ly ,  

PILAR C. LUJAN 

Attachment 

TWENTIETH GUAM LEGISLATURE 163 Clrahn Santo P a p ,  Agcurcr. Guam 96910 (671)  472-344415 
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Zhtrenf i e f  6 @unnt Eegislnf ure 
163 Chalan Santo Papa Street 

Agana. Guam 96910 

Committee on Judiciary 
and Crimina1 Justice 

VOTE SHEET ON: BILL NO. 896 

COMMITTEE m B E R  TO PASS NOT TO TO REPORT TO PLACE IN 
PASS OUT ONLY- INACTIVE FILE 

/ 

/- 
Vice Chairman 

L-- 

Senator  Elizabeth P . Arriola 

Senator  Edward R. Duenas / 

Sen o Antonio R .  Unpingco u - 



COIKMITTEE ON JUDICIARY 
AND CRIMINAL JUSTICE 

COMFIITTEE REPORT 
ON 

BILL NO. 896 -AN ACT TO AMEND SECTION 73111 OF CHAPTER 73, TITLE 10, 
GUAM CODE ANNOTATED (SECTION 4, PUBLIC LAW 17-78) RELATIVE TO FIRE 
PREVENTION. 

PREFACE 

The Judiciary and Criminal Justice Committee convened at 9:00 a .m. ,  Friday, 
October 20, 1989 in the Legislative Session Hall at  Agana, Guam to hear testimony 
on Bill 896. Committee members in attendance, alongside of Chairwoman Pilar C. 
Lujan were Vice-Chairman Francisco R .  Santos, and Senators Ted S.  Nelson and 
Edward R .  Duenas. 

TESTIMONY 

Fire Chief Francisco Lizama appeared before the Committee urging passage of Bill 
896.  Mayor Protusach of Agana Heights signed the hearing register but was not 
present to testify orally. 

Briefly pointing out that problems have existed between the Department of Public 
Works and the Guam Fire Department in implementing compatible building codes, the 
Fire Chief testified that Bill 896 would "alleviate" such problems. 

The Chief noted that the existing fire prevention code, issued thirteen years ago, 
is incompatible with the Uniform Building Code employed by the Department of 
Public Works both presently and for the past several years. 

Because there are  two different codes, the Chief cited that building projects often 
times are hampered from proceeding due to different code interpretations. 

"The Uniform Fire Code is published by the same Association that publishes the 
Uniform Building Code," the Chief testified. The adoption of such a code would 
eliminate existing problems. 

The Chief added that the existing fire code's reference guidelines are outdated with 
no forceable updates and the Territory should provide residents with a new code, 
given the tremendous growth in construction activity. 



Striving to ensure that residents are  provided with efficient, effective government 
services, the Committee recommends passage of Bill 896. 

If passed, the measure would facilitate code compatability for the benefit of all 
those who seek to construct a residence, structure,  or building. 

Moreover, given the antiquity of the existing fire code---over 13 years old---a new 
fire code would bring up to date specifications and requirements for greater safety. 

The Committee recommends passge of Bill 896 as introduced. 



TtElTTIETII GUiL'eI LEGISLA= 
FIRST ( 1989 ) REGULAR SESSIG!J 

Bill NO. 8% 
Introduced by: 

AN ACT TO FJCZtTD S E C T I O N  § 7 3  
73, TITLE 10, GUN.¶ CODE ATOJ 
4, Public Law 17-78) RELATIVE TO FIRE 
P m m I O N .  

u 
Section 1. 573111 of Chapter 73, Title 10, Guam Code Annotated 

(Section 4 of P. L. 17-78) is hereby amended to read: 

573111. [Fire PrevsntLon CoBe] Uniform Fire Code. 

Inspection of premises [and arsas authorized by this Chapter! 

areas and provisions pertaining to prevention of fires cr 

spread, thereof, shall be in accordance with the [ F i r s  

Prevention Code issued by the Plnerican Insurance Asscciationl 

Uniform Fire Code issued by? the International Conference of 

Buildinq Officials and the Western Fire Chief's kssociaticn. 

Standards and requirecen2s for fire prevention as set oat iz 

[said Fire Prevention Ccde] the Uniform Fire Code, shall a p p l y  

in Guam in the absence of specific previsions of this ChzpJcer .  
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SENATOR 
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TWENTIETH GUAM LEGISLATURE 

COMMITTEES: August 29, 1989 

CHAIRPERSON 
Rules MEMORANDUM 

VICE-CHAI RPERSON 
Ways & Means 

Energy, Utilities & 
Consumer Protection 
General Governmental 

Operations 

MEMBER: 

Federal. Forelgn 6 
Legal Af fa l r l  

Health. Welfare & 

Judlclary & Crlmlnal 
JurtlCe 

youth,  Senlor Cltlz*ns. 
Cultural Allrlrs I 
Human Resources 

TO : Chairperson, Committee on Judiciary & Criminal 
Justice 

FROM : Chairperson, Committee on Rules 

SUBJECT: Referrals - Bill Nos. 798, 793, 8 4 5 ,  8513,%896. 
and 898. 

The above Bills are referred to your Committee. 
It is recommended you schedule a Public , 

Hearing at your earliest convenience. 

Enclosures 



COMMITTEE ON JUDICIARY AND CRIMINAL JUSTICE 

PUBLIC HEARING 
OCTOBER 20,  1989 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION HALL 
9 : 0 0  AM 

Bill No. 896 An act to amend Section $73111 of Chapter 73, Title 10, 
Guam Code Annotated (Section 4 ,  Public Law 17-78) 
relative to f i re  prevention. 

JOINTLY WITH COMMITTEE ON WAYS & MEANS: 

Bill No. 797 An act  to appropriate the  sum of Two Hundred Thousand 
Dollars from the  General Fund to t h e  Department of Law to 
to fund t he  legal services required concerning the  Guam 
Shipping Rate Review Board's effort  on the  Guam Rate 
Agreement. 

Bill No. 839 An act to appropriate the  sum of Two Hundred Thousand 
Dollars to t he  Department of Law for the  purpose of 
funding t he  legal services required relative to t he  Guam 
Shipping Rate Review Board's effort  on the  Guam Rate 
Agreement. 

Bill No. 946 An act to appropriate the  sum of Three  Million One 
Hundred Forty-Five Thousand Dollars from the  General Fund 
for  t he  purchase  of high rise f i re  apparatus  and o ther  
critical f i re  equipment and vehicles, and providing 
funding for  additional f i re  f ighters  and expansion of 
f ire stat ions.  

Bill No. 1 0 2  An act to establish a Supreme Court  of Guam and to 
reorganize t he  Judicial Branch of Guam. 



Public Hearing Date: October 20, 1989 Hcld at: Session Hal 1 

BILL NO. 896 - AN ACT T O  AMEND SECTION 573111 OF CHAPTER 73, 
TITLE 10, GUAM CODE ANNOTATED (SECTION 4, 
PUBLIC LAW 17-78) RELATIVE T O  FlRE PREVENTION. 

I'lcase f i l l  in each npproprinte space below. 

i v l i lNT NAME / SIGNATURE 

TESTIhlONY 

REPRESENTING: WRITTEN BOTll  111 IN FAVOR AGAINST 



TESIlMONY ON BILL NO. 896 

On behalf of the men and women of the Guam Fire Department, we  want t o  
thank you and your committee for  allowing us the opportunity t o  comment on 
Bill 896 and Bill 946. 

Bill 896 if passed, would provide the  Guam Fire  Department with a Fire Code 
tha t  would alleviate t he  problem tha t  has long existed between officials from 
Department of Public Works and the  Guam Fire Department. That problem is 
code compatibility. 

The existing Pire Prevention Code of 1976 issued by the  American Insurance Associa- 
tion, is not compatible with the  Uniform Buildhg Code that has been the  enforcing 
code of Public Worlcs for  the past several years. Often times, businesses and clients 
spend countless numbers of days dormant on proposed projects due t o  different cm3e 
interpretations, The passage of Bill 896 would eliminate this problem. The Uniform 
Fire Code is published by the same Association that publishes the Uniform Building 
Code. Another very important point t o  consider is, that the reference guidelines 
of the  Fire  Prevention Code are outdated with no forceable updates. Guam is now 
experiencing a "Boomn in the construction in- and w e  must provide them with a 
code tha t  is viable for all concerned. 

In summary, w e  strongly support the passage of Bill 896 and we look forward t o  
favorable results from the  members of this committee. 

Thank you. 

F.C. A, Pire  Chief 


